The Mantegna Gallery Audio Tour
Hampton Court Palace

Overview

These masterpieces by Andrea Mantegna are among the greatest treasures of the Renaissance.

Stop 1 The Mantegna Gallery

Narrator
Welcome to the Mantegna Gallery. These nine monumental works by Italian artist Andrea Mantegna have resided at Hampton Court for almost 400 years and were described by the artist and historian Giorgio Vasari as “the greatest thing Mantegna ever painted.”

Please find a suitable place to stand, to hear a brief introduction from Curator Brett Dolman.

Brett Dolman
In this room are nine of the most important renaissance paintings in this country. In fact, there may be nine separate canvasses but they are really one enormous scheme. Together, they represent the victory procession of Julius Caesar, the famous Roman general and the first Roman Emperor in all but name; and they were painted by Andrea Mantegna, one of Europe’s first famous painters, famous in his own lifetime and the paintings for which he was most celebrated are ‘The Triumphs of Caesar’. They were painted over a 20 year period, probably from the early 1480s until Mantegna’s own death in 1506. They were originally painted for the Gonzaga family, the rulers of Mantua in northern Italy and that’s where people travelled across Europe to see them in the 16th century. They marvelled at how Mantegna had managed to recreate the glory of ancient Rome on such a grand scale. These paintings were wonderfully modern at the time, using all the latest renaissance tricks of perspective to create a realistic, accurate, noisy reimagining of Caesar’s triumph. 

A century later the Gonzaga’s sold their art collection to Charles I and the Triumphs came here to Hampton Court in 1630, where they have remained, mostly, ever since. 

Hampton Court has in fact always been the home of great art, there are hundreds more art works for you to discover today at the palace, some are in their original royal locations, and do find time to visit the Cumberland Art Gallery at the heart of the palace where you’ll find some of the other great paintings in the Royal Collection today. 

Narrator
Look out for the room folders where you can find out more about each painting or ask one of our very knowledgeable State Apartment Warders to tell you more. 

[End of Tour]
